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Cars are of enormous importance in our lives and we are
inclined to take them for granted, It's amazing to think
that a century ago they had barely been invented

The first cars appeared at the and of the 18th century and
iooked quite strange, compared to the ones we use today
Very few of them ran on petrol; most of them moved
using steam or electric batteries, One of the
strangest cars was Invented in France
and was powered by dogs running
inside its back wheels. Cars of this
;}m'iodT.-eru very expensive and only
the rich could afford them

it wasn't until after World War 11

that owning a car wasn't a luxury. By
the 1950s cars weren't just for travelling;
they also showed people’s position in society
They were huge, especially in America, beautifully
decorated and had so many extras you could almost live i
them, Because of their size, they used up enormous
amounts of petrol, but at the time concern for the
SNVIFoNMEent was not an

issue. They had also

become much cheaper
w' This meant that many
reenagars were able to

maXxe their dream come

true and drive their own

cal

hings changed again in
the 1970s. Cars became
much smaller and more

economical because of

the oil crisis, The car was still a status symbol, but people

were more aware of the price of petrol and of how
efficiently their cars ran. There was also a growing
wareness of the damage that exhaust fumes were doing

to the environment

In fact, pollution was probahly the thing most taken into
consideration when the cars of the 19905 were
being designed. All cars were fitted with
catalytic converters, devices which remove
harmful pollutants from exhaust gases
During that period two major
developments in safety were also made
Air-bags were instalied in most cars to
prevent serious injury in the savent of a
crash, and ABS (Anti-lock Braking System)
was developed to prevent cars from skidding
The design of cars was influenced by sciance
fiction films. and they became smoother and more

aerodynamic in shape

As for the future, it's difficult to imagine what cars will be
like at the end of this century. One thing is certain,

though, cars will be an important part of

our lives for a long time to come




I/ Reading Comprehension : (7 pts)

2 pts A/ Answer the following questions from the text :

1- How were the 19th century cars different from nowadays cars ?

2- What were cars after world war II used for ?
3- In which period were cars like homes ?

2 pts B/ Find words or expressions in the text which mean the same as
the following :

1- Have enough money for something (para 2) : ......cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e
2- Having/poSSeSSINgG (PATA 3) & cueueuitiniitit ittt ettt
3- Time of difficulty or danger. (PAra 4) @ oottt e

4- Know or realize the importance of something (para 4) : ....cooeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiine,

2 pts | C/- What do the underlined words in the text refer to ?

et
1

its (para 2 ; line 7) 1 e,

»

their (para 3 ; line 7) : i

@

this (para 3 ; line 12) @ e,

1

that period (para 5 ; line 6) @ ....cocvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieaeas



1 pt D/- Complete the following sentence from the text :

Drivers were protected against serious injuries and crashes by some developed systems

SUCKH A8 .t ANA

II /| Language : (8 pts)

3pts A/ Write the words between brackets in the correct form :

1- Last month, some Somalian pirates (attack) .................... an American ship and
(catch) ...................... all the men on board.

2- Edward (work) ..............ccccn...... long hours every day, but this month he
(work) .........c.cocoiiiiinin.... weekends, too.

3- What fyou/do) .............cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinene, if your parents (not/give)

...................................... you more pocket money ?

2 pts B/ Choose the correct answer : a, borc:

1- - My brother will be here soon .............c.covenennen. he works overtime.
a- if b- unless c- when

2- Peter first worked as an ..................... before becoming a carpenter himself.
a- apprentice b- lawyer c- pickpocket

3- Tara Dackides was the winner at Mount Snow Competition.
Sheran ......cocoevveviininnnnnnn.. than her opponent Barrett Christy.

a- fast b- less faster c- much faster

4- Let’s take a break. We’ve been working for hours !

a- shall b- will c- do



1 pt ' C/Complete the unfinished words appropriately :

1- Wind and wave energy are r............cceeeveeuennnnnn.. forms of energy.

2- While Oliver Twist was taking some books back to the bookseller, a young

woman K..........c.ooeiiiiiininn, him and took him back to Fagin’s house.

1 pt D/ Write the words between brackets in the correct form :

1- Don’t let the kids play with the dog. He is totally (harm) .............................. !

2

The students showed the new girl friendship and (kind) ..................................

3- [ hope the baby will let us watch this DVD without (interrupt) .........................

4- An accident occurred outside my house last night and we were all (amaze)

.................................. to find the driver wasn’t hurt.

1pt . E/ Respond to the following :

1- Sara : Why do you think Clara is putting on her coat today ?
Y OU & oo e (Express possibility)

2- Bill :My flight leaves at noon and I still have many things to do. I'me sure [ won'’t

finish on time.

YO oo e (Offer your help)



IIT / Writing : (5 pts)

Write an e-mail to a British e-pal telling him/ her about where you spent
your Christmas holiday, and the things you have done.




